
The 10-Step Guide to Renting in València
VALENCIA REAL ESTATE CONSULTING GROUP • TENANT REPRESENTATION

Navigating the rental market in a new country can feel overwhelming, but you don't have to do it alone. Valencia

Real Estate Consulting Group acts exclusively as your tenant's representative to protect your interests, navigate

local complexities, and accomplish everything on this checklist on your behalf.

Step 1: Define Your Budget and Preferred Neighborhoods

WHAT TO DO: Research València’s diverse micro-markets (Ruzafa, El Carmen, Patraix, Cabanyal) to find your

lifestyle fit.

REALITY CHECK: Central apartments command higher rates; expanding your search along metro lines

stretches budgets further.

Step 2: Secure Temporary Housing First

WHAT TO DO: Avoid booking long-term properties blindly from abroad by securing a short-term or mid-term

furnished rental (1–11 months) for your initial weeks.

WHY IT MATTERS: Provides a physical base to explore neighborhoods, verify listings, and handle

bureaucracy without rushing.

Step 3: Gather Your Identity and Solvency Documents

WHAT TO DO: Prepare paperwork ahead of time. Landlords and agencies strictly vet solvency (typically

requiring net income equal to 3–4x monthly rent).

KEY DOCUMENTATION:

Valid passport & NIE (Número de Identificación de Extranjero)

Payslips, employment contracts, or tax returns (Modelo 100 for autónomos)

Visa, introduction letter, and photos of pets

Step 4: Search Platforms and Local Portals

WHAT TO DO: Utilize Spanish property portals like Idealista and Fotocasa or specialized relocation

platforms.

Pro Tip: Set up instant email alerts for preferred neighborhoods, as competitively priced properties in València

rent out within hours.

• 
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Step 5: Schedule and Attend Physical or Virtual Viewings

WHAT TO DO: Contact València Real Estate Consulting Group. Never transfer money or sign a lease without

seeing a property.

VIRTUAL OPTION: Virtual showings are available to secure an apartment before arrival using your own agent

rather than the landlord's representative.

WHAT TO INSPECT: General condition, water pressure, natural light, AC/heating units, and street noise levels.

Step 6: Understand Spanish Tenancy Laws (LAU)

WHAT TO KNOW: Residential long-term leases are governed by the Ley de Arrendamientos Urbanos (LAU).

KEY TERMS: Individual landlord leases allow tenant stays up to 5 years (7 years if corporate entity), subject to

annual extensions and notices.

Step 7: Clarify the Security Deposit and Upfront Costs

WHAT TO PAY: Mandatory statutory deposit (fianza) is legally capped at one month's rent for residential

housing.

ADDITIONAL COSTS: Landlords may request extra guarantees (additional deposits/bank guarantees), and

agencies often charge one month's rent + VAT.

Step 8: Open a Spanish Bank Account

WHAT TO DO: Set up a local bank account with a Spanish IBAN.

WHY IT'S ESSENTIAL: Landlords and utility providers require a local direct debit mandate (domiciliación

bancaria) for automated billing.

Step 9: Review and Sign the Lease Contract (Contrato de Alquiler)

WHAT TO CHECK: Review terms to confirm responsibilities for community fees, IBI taxes, utility bills, and

minor maintenance repairs.

THE INVENTORY: Complete a thorough written and photographic inventory (inventario) upon move-in to

safeguard your deposit.

Step 10: Set Up Utilities and Register Your Address (Padrón)

WHAT TO DO: Transfer electricity (luz), water, and gas accounts into your name, or coordinate updates with

your landlord.

FINAL STEP: Visit your local municipal office (Ayuntamiento) with your lease to register on the municipal

census (padrón).
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Important Timeline Note

Give yourselves as much time as possible to secure an apartment. Don’t expect to find one in less than a month.

March and August are the worst months to attempt to get one due to month-long celebrations (such as Fallas in

March) and national vacation periods (in August).

Let Us Handle the Process For You

Don't navigate the rental market alone. Let Valencia Real Estate Consulting Group manage your search, viewings,

and paperwork so you can transition to your new home stress-free.

Email: info@valenciarealestateconsultinggroup.com • Tel: +34 669 838 760

Visit www.valenciarealestateconsultinggroup.com
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